
Confetti, Ulva intestinalis 
(lumpy, hollow, thin, green tubes) Eelgrass, Zostera marina (to 2 m) 

Nori, Porphyra miniata 
(on rocks, very thin, brown sheet) 

Rockweed, Fucus gardneri, 
(dark, olive green) Ceramium pacificum 

(round branching clumps) 

Sea lettuce, Ulva sp. 
(bright green, transparent sheets) 

Amphipod 
Eelgrass isopod, Idotea resecata 
(.5-4 cm) 

Mud shrimp, Upogebia pugettensis 
(to 10 cm) 

Dungeness crab, Cancer magister 
(to 20 cm) 

Purple Shore Crab, Hemigrapsus nudus 
(to 4 cm, no hair on legs) 

Green shore crab, Hemigrapsus  
oregonensis  ( to 4 cm, hair on legs) 

Bristle or Helmet crab,  
Telmessus cheiragonus 
(long legs, hairy, yellowish-orange color) 
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Bread crumb sponge,  
Halichondria sp. 

Pink branching sponge, Haliclona sp. 

Skeleton shrimp,  Caprella sp .  
(to 2 cm) 

Gracilario lemaneiformis 
(long, branching strands) 
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Hermit crab, Pagurus sp. (.5-5 cm) 

Padilla Bay ID Sheet 



Bubble Shell, Haminoea 
vesicular (2-3.5 cm ) 

Courtesy of Eugene Kozloff 

Lugworm, Abarenicola pacifica 
(8-10 cm) 
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Polychaete worm, 
(many species and sizes, all segmented) 

Acorn or Tongue worm,  
Saccoglossus sp.  
(5 cm, yellow and orange) 

Courtesy of Alex Lee 

Red Worm,  
Ophiodromus pugettensis 
(small, 2 cm, dark reddish brown) 

Courtesy of Susan Bower, DFO, Canada 

Pacific Oyster, Crassostrea gigas 
(up to 20 cm) 

Bent nose clam, Macoma nasuta 
(up to 5 cm) 
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Periwinkle, Littorina sp. (1-1.5 cm) 

Heart Cockle, Clinocardium  
Nuttalli  (up to 14 cm) 

Purple varnish clam,  
Nuttallia obscurata (up to 5.5 cm) 

Bay mussel, Mytilus trossulus 
(up to 8 cm) 

Acorn barnacle, Balanus glandula 
(to 1.8 cm) 

Spiral tube worm, Spirorbis sp.   

Brooding anemone 
Epiactus prolifera  (to 3 cm) 
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Soft-shell or Mud clam, Mya arenaria  
(up to 10 cm) 

Mud snail or Auger shell, Batillaria attra-
mentaria (2-3 cm) and  
Nassarius fraterculus  (.5-1 cm) 

Littleneck clam  
Protothaca staminea  (up to 6 cm) 
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Courtesy of Jan Kocian.  

Wrinkled Welk, Nucella lamellosa    
(4 to 7 cm) 
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Courtesy of www.netartsbaytoday.org 

Courtesy of Whatcom Co. Public Works Dave Cowles www.rosario.wwc.edu/inverts/ 


